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DRAPT
12 kpril 1945
MEMORANDUM FOR: COMMANDING GHNERALS,
SECOMD ERHVIGE OOMMAND ”
SIXTH SERVICE COMBUMND RMY
NINTH BEEVICE COBUND Declass/Release

[ IRECTYORE, STAFF DIVIAIONS, ASY . .
CH IEFSB, ﬁ”KIGAL mmgs: ASP Instructions On File*

SUBJECT: Essential Elements of Information

1. In order that ths 3@ 1litary Intelligence Servige of the Wer
Department may mare efficiently plan its aollection of intelligence,
1t is necessary that the so-callsd "Ensential Elenents of Informetion®
be established with respeect to the interesats of the Army Service Forces
The "Essentisl Elsments of Information® (See Sec IIX, PN 30-5) consist
of that infarmetion of the enemy,of domestic subversive elements of
any foreign terrain, and of weether conditions in foreign areas which
18 needed to make sound decisions affecting the coﬁﬂnct of mr. . The
"Essential Elements® are designated for the purpose of focusing the
attontion and activities of sll eclleeting agencies on that informa-
tion which, from the viewpoint of those responsibls for conducting war,
im necessary at & particular time. They include any intelligance
specifieally required,

2. 'The preceding paragraph nay be briefly summed up by stating
that the HMilitary Intelligence Service wants to know what intelligence
48F requires and when. '
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3. Aceardingly, it i requested that eaah ASF Steff Division,
each Tocknical Servios, ASF and the three Service Commands imcluded
in the distritution hereof, prepare a list of the “Esgential Elements
of Information® based upon “he niﬁp_lmmtian thereof, above. This
1ist should be stated anmml m wherever practicable and shauld
be srrenged in three groups, vizgs

8. Infoametion repired prior to 1 Jan 1946;
b. Information redred prior %o 1 Jan 1947)
¢. Informstion required on a contimming basls.

4. It should be noted that the scope of the information which
ngy be desired iz not mmwﬁuhé‘.ﬁo our present enemles nor even o
the present war. It includes nafyming foreign to the United States,
and slpo, with reapect to m‘!wnrm{% alements only, the United States
and its possessions. :

5. It is requested that firet pricrity be given to intelligence
vwhish may be obtained in Germany .lmd which iz required pricr tc 1 Jan
1946. This requirement to be submitted separately, not later than 1
May 1945. |
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